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Assistant Dean for Admissions and Financial Aid
Special thanks to all New York Law School 
students and faculty who participated in this photo shoot on campus and in various locations.
©  2008 New York Law School
All rights reserved
About New York Law School
Founded in 1891, New York Law School is an independent law school located in lower Manhattan 
near the city’s centers of law, government, and finance. New York Law School’s renowned faculty of 
prolific scholars has built the School’s strength in such areas as constitutional law, civil and human 
rights, labor and employment law, media and information law, urban legal studies, international 
and comparative law, and a number of interdisciplinary fields. The School is noted for its eight 
academic centers: Center on Business Law & Policy, Center on Financial Services Law, Center 
for International Law, Center for New York City Law, Center for Professional Values and Practice, 
Center for Real Estate Studies, Institute for Information Law & Policy, and Justice Action Center. 
New York Law School has more than 13,000 graduates and enrolls some 1,500 students in its full- 
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What are you looking 
for in a law school?  
A message from Dean 
Richard A. Matasar1
6  •  dean’s message
OK, you’ve opened this viewbook. I get it: You’re serious about becoming a lawyer and 
curious about New York Law School. So, let’s get one thing straight: This is not some generic, 
off the rack, assembly line law school. We’re not for everyone. New York Law School is for 
those with high energy, a passion for taking action, a strong work ethic, the willingness to be 
bold, and a taste for the greatest urban playground in the world.
That’s the pitch.
But, you get bombarded by information every day—too much information. The trick is to make 
sense of it, quickly, and to get the gut feeling about whether to dig in for more news or to 
move on. Here is my promise: Read on and you won’t be disappointed. This viewbook gives 
you the flavor of New York Law School and shows our approach to answering the three key 
questions every applicant should want answered: (1) What happens to graduates of the law 
school? (2) What’s it like to be in school? and (3) What does the school stand for?
That’s what we lay out. We share the stories of four of our graduates—what drew them to 
our school, and what they have done with their education. Better than we can, they tell you 
the difference a New York Law School education can make. Next, we give you a day in the 
lives of four of our students—their words, their days, their aspirations, their conclusions. 
Their theme is ours: This school is for passionate people whose energy drives them to make a 
difference. We end with a discussion of our core values: a commitment to innovation, integrity, 
professionalism, and justice. No doubt, the stories of our graduates and students embody 
those values. The question for you is whether you, too, are prepared to commit.
A long time ago, law school stopped being an inexpensive way to delay growing up. Today’s 
students—all of you—have grown up knowing of law’s power to make a difference in the 
lives of citizens; of making our government more just; in forging international relations; and in 
making industry more successful. I know you are searching for the right investment. You want 
to conclude that the choice you make will generate a great return on that investment. There 
is a deal to make, implicit in your decision to study law and go to law school. You bring the 
passion, ambition, and drive. Your school must provide the engine to get you to the next level.
Read on. We are that school . . . for some.
Sincerely,
Richard A. Matasar 
Dean and President
www.nyls.edu  •  7
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Where will you be  
10 years from now? 
Four alumni speak for  
the law school2




J.D. New York Law School
M.B.A. Hampton University




Got rejected 125 times before 
getting his first job offer on 
Wall Street.
As President of the world’s largest 
database software company, 
Phillips is responsible for 
corporate strategy. This puts him 
across the table from colleagues 
he worked with as managing 
director of Morgan Stanley’s 
technology group. Phillips is a 
trustee of the Law School.
Charles E. P
hillips Jr.
www.nyls.edu  •  11
Charles E. Phillips Jr. ’93
President, Oracle Corporation 
I’m very proud of what New York Law School does for the community. It gives people who really want a law 
degree a way to do it. I don’t think there’s any other way I could have done it. 
The uniqueness of the Law School, in my opinion, is that you learn from people who are actually “doing.”  
No matter the subject, at New York Law School I was always taught by professors who had been working in 
their fields for many years. The debate in the classroom was not purely academic. And none of the professors  
I had were simply going through the motions. They were passionate about what they were doing. So no  
matter what you, as a student, were feeling about the law, you ended up becoming as passionate about it as  
your professors were.
Because of its location, New York Law School gets some of the best legal practitioners in the world. These 
people are there in downtown New York and they want to share their knowledge. The result is an incredible 
selection of professors.
My attitude toward law school is that whatever career you pursue, if you’ve studied law you tend to ask better, 
deeper questions about whatever it is you’re doing. You also better appreciate how our society is structured. The 
law touches everything we do. Fundamentally, this country was founded by a bunch of lawyers, for the most 
part. So if you’re interested in politics or government, it’s hard to appreciate how our country works, and why 
we are what we are, without understanding the law. 
Knowing law also gives you a certain power. I use the law a lot in my current job. There are many issues in 
intellectual property, mergers and acquisitions, and contract law. Most people in business are intimidated by the 
law; people who don’t know it, fear it. Having a legal background gives me confidence in analyzing each new 
situation that arises.
I was going to law school
at night while I was already
on Wall Street. I’d go to
class, go back to work at nine, 




J.D. New York Law School
L.L.M. (Tax) New York University 
B.A. Manhattanville College 
Current Employment 
Deputy Chancellor for Finance  
and Administration, New York City 
Department of Education
Personal Factoid 
Oldest of nine children.
One of the top municipal finance 
administrators in New York State, 
Grimm has maintained close ties 
to the Law School. She has taught 
as an adjunct professor for more 
than 10 years, and she is also a 
member of the Board of Trustees, 
where she serves as Chair of the 
Budget and Audit Committee.
Kathleen Gr
imm
12  •  alumni
Kathleen Grimm ’80
Deputy Chancellor for Finance and Administration, 
New York City Department of Education
The wonderful education students get at New York Law School allows them to look at problems they 
encounter—whether as a lawyer or an elected official or a person running a business—in a special way, and 
know how to solve them. That is a tremendous resource for anyone to have. 
I decided to go to law school at night after starting my career as a social worker and administrator at a Brooklyn 
hospital. I felt I had more to learn, and that New York Law School was the place to do it. I really enjoyed the 
experience of studying law in the evenings with working people of varied backgrounds. I learned to look at the 
law and see what wasn’t there, as much as what was, and to use the law to make the everyday world work better 
for others. I found finance and property issues to be fascinating. There’s really a great beauty to it, the way the 
law, trusts, wills, and tax interrelate. You can’t do one without the other. 
My parents were very good public citizens. They showed me you can make a difference in people’s lives, and 
that has been an important part of my background. Now, as Deputy Chancellor for Finance and Administration 
for the New York City Department of Education, I am in charge of the service and business functions for all of 
New York City’s public schools. I make sure that 1,500 schools open every morning, that they’re clean and safe, 
that kids get to school safely on the buses, that they have food for breakfast, lunch, and snacks, that the food is 
good and nutritional, that we have good lighting and adequate space, good science labs, the proper allocation of 
funding, good IT services and health services, safety services, and support services. 
The one thing that is perhaps hard for people to understand about the Department of Education is the scale. 
We serve over one million children a day.  We have 8,000 buses running every day to both public and parochial 
schools. And we serve 860,000 meals five days a week.  It’s an amazing world of service focused on helping our 
children learn, and I love it. 
New York Law School is much 
more than a law school to me. 
It’s a community of faculty, 
administrators, students, and alumni. 








J.D. New York Law School
B.S. DePaul University 
Current employment
Associate, Genova, Burns & Vernoia
Personal Factoid 
Met husband Seth Dymond ’03  
at New York Law School.
In the five years since her graduation, 
Dymond has remained connected to 
the Law School in numerous ways. 
She has been an advisor of the Moot 
Court Association and is currently  
on the Board of Directors of the 
Alumni Association. Dymond is 
often invited to speak to students 
about her experiences as a corporate 
political activity lawyer.
   Jisha V. D
ymond
14  •  alumni
I didn’t know a single lawyer growing up. My parents emigrated from India in the 1970s and knew engineers 
and doctors but no lawyers. Their primary goal was giving my siblings and me a good education. They always 
told me I could do anything I wanted with my life.
I chose New York Law School because of its location in the greatest city in the world and its diversity. Aside 
from racial or gender diversity, an education becomes a valuable experience when the conversation is between 
people who come from all sorts of backgrounds. It’s the only way to challenge conventional wisdom. I didn’t 
want to hear the same thing from the same types of people. And I was right; my classmates were business 
owners, police officers, refugees, people from the wealthiest zip codes—and of course, your everyday child of 
immigrants from the Midwest. 
My thorough and rigorous preparation at New York Law School has helped me tremendously. Without fail 
the professors were excellent. When I was hired as a first year associate, I already knew what a table of citations 
looked like and how a brief should be organized because I’d learned to write them, and speak eloquently, in 
Moot Court—very helpful skills in our profession.
People say that political law seems like a cool area of law and ask me how I got into it. I say that I’m incredibly 
lucky. Political law is cyclical work; it’s very busy and fast paced during election season. We advise corporations, 
trade associations, and PACs on their political activities. On the one hand, we want to protect their right to 
participate in the political process, but on the other hand, we want to safeguard their business contracts by 
preventing any illegalities or the appearance of impropriety.
My confidence in myself stems from my parents, certainly, but also from learning at New York Law School, and 
then going out and working hard and getting good results. I realized: Oh, I can do that. It’s all about having the 
right tools. 
The partner who hired me was 
blown away by the fact that I 
brought a brief I wrote on Vermont 
campaign finance law in Professor 
Strossen’s Advanced Constitutional 
Law class to the interview.
Jisha V. Dymond ’03
Associate, Genova, Burns & Vernoia




J.D. New York Law School
LL.B. New York Law School
B.A. Queens College of the City 
   University of New York
Current Employment 
Founder and Senior Partner,  
Pegalis & Erickson, LLC
Personal Factoid
His father was a milkman and eventually 
a New York Law School graduate.
Pegalis has represented over a thousand 
clients in his 40 plus years as a medical 
malpractice lawyer and has written a 
three-volume text on medical malpractice. 
He and his law firm have won precedent-
setting jury award verdicts. He teaches 
medical malpractice at the Law School 
and has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 1995.
   Steven E
. Pegalis
16  •  alumni
I believe that a legal education is a means to each individual’s chosen ends, and each individual has to deal with 
defining those ends, whichever way is best for him or her. But however one deals with it, the law is a very noble 
profession. When you make a commitment grounded in the ethical basics of law, and add diligence and hard 
work, a legal career will be very rewarding. 
As a medical malpractice lawyer, I deal with fascinating cases that are packed with raw emotion. In addition to 
the emotional challenge, each case pushes me to master a great deal of technical information as well. When I 
take on a case, I have to know all the technical/medical details at least as well as the doctors and nurses who are 
going to be on the other side. I also need to be able to put things together in a very cogent way, consistent with 
the law so as to advocate a position in a clear convincing way. It’s very challenging. 
The best part of my job is the ongoing relationship I’ve had with many of my clients. They are the ones who 
have inspired me. When you advocate for clients who are dealing with major personal tragedies, and they are 
handling them well, it’s hard to complain about your own problems. It’s hard not to be inspired by them. They 
make the hard work gratifying.
I enjoy staying involved and serving New York Law School, as a trustee and as an adjunct professor. In my 
mind, part of educating students is teaching them that law is not just Smith against Jones. It involves real 
people with real problems. Participating in the creation of the future generation of ethical, well-trained, 
confident lawyers is a satisfying endeavor.
New York Law School trains  
ethical lawyers who benefit  
the public. Students come here to  
get an education and go on and  
do something good.
Steven E. Pegalis ’65
Founder and Senior Partner, Pegalis & Erickson, LLC
www.nyls.edu  •  17

1
What will your life be 
like as a law student? 





B.A. in Political Science and International Affairs, 
Elliott School of International Affairs at The George 
Washington University
Distinctions 
Associate Editor, Law Review
Vice Chair, Moot Court Association 
John Marshall Harlan Scholar 
(Center on Business Law & Policy)
Bar Fellow, NYC Bar Diversity Fellowship Program
Career Goal
Go back to Miami to open up a law firm 
First Summer Job in Law School
Was one of only two 1L’s in Milbank Tweed’s  
2007 class of summer associates 
Armando
      Acosta III
My contracts class 
with Professor Leonard 
taught me to think like a 
lawyer. When I applied for the 
ABA fellowship, the writing 
requirement looked exactly 
like one of his case files, so I 
was totally prepared.
Day Division
20  •  students
Armando
      Acosta III
Why I’m Here
I grew up in Miami with my mom, 
who’s from Cuba. After college, 
I knew I wanted to come to New 
York City. I visited New York Law 
School and became close with one 
of the Admissions and Financial 
Aid Officers, Vicky Ocasio. She 
was really influential in helping 
me finance my education, which 
was something I was concerned 
about. The environment felt more 
comfortable here than at other 
schools; it was more personal. 
Financial Aid Opportunities 
The Office of Admissions and 
Financial Aid is committed to 
helping students find resources to 
help finance their legal education. 
The staff meets with students 
to assist them in the application 
process and counsel them on 
the variety of financing options 
available. 
Home Sweet Home
My first year, I lived in the School’s 
dorm, which was perfect for me 
at the time because I didn’t know 
anyone or anything about New 
York City. After a year, I moved in 
with one of my classmates on the 
Upper East Side. I come from a car 
culture so the biggest thing to get 
used to in New York was public 
transportation. But it seems that 
no matter where you are, you’re 




The Law School’s residence hall is 
a 13-story building located in the 
ultra-hip East Village, just a couple 
of subway stops away from the 
School. 
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An Average Day
Mondays and Wednesdays I 
usually arrive in the afternoon. I 
have Constitutional Law II with 
Professor Strossen at 2:30, then 
I have a break from 4:00 to 6:00, 
which I usually spend going over 
my readings for my 6:00 Securities 
Regulation class with Professor 
Haas. I usually go home after the 
class because I have Corporate 
Finance with Professor Haas early 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Faculty All-stars 
Professor Nadine Strossen, 
President of the American Civil 
Liberties Union (1991–2008), has 
written, lectured, and practiced 
extensively in the areas of 
constitutional law, civil liberties, 
and international human rights. 
Professor Jeffrey J. Haas, an expert 
on tracking stocks, mutual funds, 
and other securities law matters, 
is frequently quoted in The Wall 
Street Journal.  
Law in Action
I get a lot of valuable experience 
as a member of the Moot Court 
Association. I was invited to join 
the fall of my second year after 
winning the Best Preliminary 
Round Oral Advocate Award in the 
school-wide Froessel Intramural 
Competition. That was one of the 
more independent and hands-on 
projects I’ve done. It was really 
interesting because it allowed me 
to put everything I learned about 
writing and oral advocacy to work. 
A Winning Team
The New York Law School Moot 
Court Association is one of the 
largest and most successful 
student-run moot court organizations 
in the nation. Through national 
competitions and a rigorous 
mentoring program, members 
develop well honed appellate oral 
advocacy and brief writing skills. 
22  •  students
Study Time 
When I’m not in class, I can usually 
be found in the Law Review and 
Moot Court offices. I work with 
other Moot Court students, either 
preparing for competitions or 
coordinating ones we’re hosting. 
And on Thursdays, I work on my 
weekly Law Review assignments 
there. 
A Rigorous Academic  
Honors Program
The Law School’s John Marshall 
Harlan Scholars Program is 
designed for J.D. students who 
have performed at the top of their  
class. Harlan Scholars receive 
scholarship funding, a position  
on the New York Law School  
Law Review, and an affiliation  
with one of the Law School’s  
eight academic centers.
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How I Got My Summer Job 
The most important thing I’ve done 
at New York Law School is apply 
for the New York City Bar Diversity 
Fellowship Program. I owe a lot to 
Cynthia Weissman in the Career 
Services Office for encouraging me 
to apply. The fellowship allowed 
me the opportunity to be a summer 
associate at Milbank, Tweed, 
Hadley & McCloy after only one 
year of law school. In one of my 
rotations, I worked specifically 
on mutual fund litigation, which 
really piqued my interest. I’ll be 
joining them again this summer and 
hope to go to one of their offices 
overseas. 
Job Hunt 101
Career Services offers a full  
range of resources and services: 
career counseling, job listings, 
job-hunting skills workshops, 
networking/mentoring 
opportunities, and an extensive 
library of career resources.
24  •  students
After Graduation 
I was born to litigate. And my 
position at Milbank allowed me to 
enter a niche of the litigation field 
doing mutual fund litigation. My 
immediate plan after graduation is 
to work in a New York firm to get 
the experience available here that 
you can’t get working in any other 
city. Eventually, I want to go back 
home to Miami and help out my 
community—possibly by opening 
up my own firm there.  
Down Time
I spend a lot of time studying, but 
no matter what, I always give 
myself Sundays off to recharge my 
battery. I work Monday through 
Saturday. Then on Sunday if I do 
anything it’s just light reading. I 
DVR all of my shows during the 
week and watch them on Sunday. 
Other than that, I hang out with 
friends and play with Milbank’s 
softball league.  
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Born
Manhattan, raised in Brooklyn
Education
M.A. in Education, New York University
B.A. in Sociology, University of Virginia
Day Job 
Director of Youth Development Initiatives,  
Administration for Children’s Services, NYC
Career Goal
Continue working in public service 
Focus on juvenile justice
Favorite Way to Spend a Saturday
Playing with her nephews (She has seven)
Aysha
    Schomburg
The moment I first 
walked into the school, I 
felt comfortable. There 
was diversity. It was one 
subway stop away from my 
work. It worked for me.
Evening Division
26  •  students
Family Member and Advisor, Too
As a board member (and great- 
granddaughter of the founder) 
of the New York Public Library’s 
Schomburg Center for Research 
in Black Culture, I have periodic 
meetings about special events, 
such as fund-raisers, or when 
unique issues arise—for example, 
when the Center called the 
city’s attention to the historical 
significance of the African burial 
grounds discovered in downtown 
Manhattan. I do consider this a 
family obligation, but one I’m very 
happy to fulfill. 
Free Lunch
On days when the weather and 
one’s schedule permit, City Hall 
Park offers attractive outdoor  
lunch options.
Day Cap: Boss
My office is responsible for  
helping young people between  
the ages of 16 and 21 transition  
out of foster care. We have a 
variety of programs that help them 
get higher education, housing,  
jobs, and other types of support.  
It’s stressful. I have to be very 
efficient with my time. I can’t burn 
the midnight oil. I leave at 5:30 
every day to go to class.
Night Cap: Student
Evening Division classes run from 
6:00 to 10:00 p.m. and are also 
open to Day Division students.
Aysha
    Schomburg
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Stop, Shift, Refuel
What’s great about the Evening 
Division is that everyone works 
during the day and there’s a 
camaraderie in that. My method of 
transitioning from boss to student 
is to eat a quick dinner alone with 
my casebook. My favorite dish: 
tom hap dua, which has prawns, 
bok choi, brown rice, and comes 
with a pepper dipping sauce. It’s 
great—really healthy and delicious.
An Eating Eden
Hoi An Vietnamese Restaurant, one 
of countless popular eateries near 
the Law School, is at 135 West 
Broadway, between Duane and 
Thomas Streets.
All for One
My study group is a wonderful 
group of people. I’m so lucky to 
have met them. A study group is 
absolutely necessary, in my opinion. 
For one thing, you have support. 
When it comes time for exams, you 
all bring your notes and materials, 
and if there’s something you 
missed, you have four other people 
who can tell you what it was. It’s 
also an opportunity to talk through 
the problems and the materials 
with people you connect with on 
a personal level. We can sit there 
for hours talking about school stuff. 
We spend so much time together, 
especially before exams.
28  •  students
Learning to Love Corporations
On Tuesdays and Thursdays I have 
Corporations, which I really love. 
I was very afraid of it initially, 
but two weeks in, I really began 
enjoying it. Professor Kostant is 
fantastic. The class starts at 8:00 
and runs to 9:40. At the end of 
a long workday, it’s challenging 
to stay focused, not to mention 
awake. But Professor Kostant 
makes it easy. He uses plain 
language to explain the concepts so 
you really know what’s going on.
A Passion That’s Contagious
Prior to teaching, Professor Peter 
C. Kostant practiced for 12 years, 
focusing on antitrust litigation, 
general corporate law, and public 
securities offerings.
Teaching What He Knows
I have four classes this semester: 
Evidence, Corporations, 
Administrative Law, and Drafting 
Contracts. Professor Hughes 
teaches the Drafting Contracts 
course and he’s really good. 
It’s a small class, so he tries to 
encourage conversation about what 
we’re learning.
Mining Lower Manhattan’s 
Resources
Professor Thomas Hughes, General 
Counsel of the Greater New York 
Mutual Insurance Company, is one 
of many prominent practitioners on 
the adjunct faculty. These full-time 
practitioners, whose workplace 
is often just minutes away, bring 
their extensive experience to the 
classroom.
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Come Prepared
Professor Sinclair is a great 
teacher. Administrative Law is 
my second class with him. What 
I like about him is he’s laid back 
and encourages a lot of discussion 
in class. He makes you feel 
comfortable saying what you really 
feel about an issue. If you don’t do 
the reading, though, you’re in for 
a lot of pain. We discuss certain 
cases at length, sometimes working 
in small groups, and practice 
building an argument for one side 
or the other.
A Way with Words
A former linguistics scholar, 
Michael B.W. Sinclair has written 
extensively about the judicial 
reading of legislation. He teaches 
Torts, Administrative Law, and 
Statutory Interpretation.
All Aboard
I take the subway back to Brooklyn 
by 10:00 p.m. When I get home, 
I do whatever’s left over from 
work. All my studying happens 
on the weekends. The key to 
making my life work is planning 
far in advance—my office knows 
what we’ll be doing in December 
because we plan a year ahead—
and sticking to it.
The Fastest Way to Get Around
The following subway lines have 
stops within several blocks of the 
School: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, A, C, W, R, 
J, Z, M. 
30  •  students
Tomorrow, Tomorrow, 
and Tomorrow
If I think of my brain as having 
many pockets, then learning law 
feels like adding another pocket. 
It’s already been very, very helpful 
in my job, especially in some 
recent contract negotiations. What 
interests me now are juvenile 
justice, family law, and civil 
rights issues. I’d like to see the 
legal community gain much more 
understanding of underserved 
and neglected children—and why 
children end up with “bruises” on 
their records. A 10-year-old boy 
who steals food is not incorrigible. 
He’s usually a child in a situation 
that caused him to resort to 
stealing. This is what I see in my 
work and it’s why I’m here.




B.A. in Urban Studies & Planning,  
University of California, San Diego
Career Goal
In-house lawyer at a corporation
Distinctions 
Associate Managing Editor, Law Review
John Marshall Harlan Scholar 
(Center on Business Law & Policy)
Favorite Way to Spend Sunday
Brunch with friends in the afternoon
Yoga in the evening
Michael
          Totaro
I’ve been thoroughly 
impressed by the intellectual 
vigor at the Law School. 
The professors really do 
care about students, and 
the student body is very 
community oriented; it’s not a 
very competitive atmosphere.
Day Division
32  •  students
Why I’m Here
My parents and grandparents are 
from California. I did the reverse  
of my “Go West” family and 
decided to come to New York City 
for a change of pace. I love the 
excitement of living here, meeting 
new people, and having brunch 
with friends (we don’t do brunch  
in California). A big perk is that I 
don’t have to drive; I love taking 
walks down to Battery Park in 
between classes.  
Location, Location, Location
New York Law School is located 
in the heart of TriBeCa, one of the 
city’s most exciting neighborhoods. 
It is only a few blocks from the 
federal and state courthouses, and 
City Hall and Wall Street are a few 
minutes away. 
Michael
          Totaro
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An Early Start
I come to school early to go over 
class material. The Law School is 
a couple subway stops away from 
my apartment in the West Village, 
so on a nice day I can walk. Though 
I typically spend my Saturdays at 
school doing all my reading and 
assignments, I like to get here 
before class during the week to 
refresh myself on my notes and 
the reading. I prefer studying with 
activity going on.
A Typical Day
On Mondays and Wednesdays I have 
Securities Regulation with Professor 
Stevelman, whom I also work with 
as a student fellow in the Center on 
Business Law & Policy. I have an hour 
break before I go to my next class, 
Constitutional Law with Professor 
Simon. I take International Arbitration 
and Mergers and Acquisitions on 
Tuesday evenings after a day of 
work at my externship. The most 
challenging thing is finding the time to 
fit everything I want to do in a day.
Teaching from Experience
Professor Faith Stevelman, Director of 
the School’s Center on Business Law 
& Policy, is a well-known authority on 
corporate governance and securities 
law. Professor James F. Simon is 
a nationally recognized scholar of 
constitutional law and award-winning 
author of seven books on American 
history, law, and politics.
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Making a Difference
During the day I meet with other 
students who are members of 
student organizations or work on 
planning events at the Law School. 
I try to remain active in student 
organizations because I care about 
public interest. I’m a member of 
the Stonewall Association and 
the American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU/NYLS), and I’m working with 
some of my friends on reviving the 
Environmental Club.
An Active Student Body
New York Law School students 
participate in a multitude of 
organizations and activities  
to pursue special interests,  
develop new skills and friendships, 
express their concerns, voice their 
opinions, and contribute to the  
Law School community.
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Getting Down to Business
I came to Law School wanting to be 
a public defender but found that I 
really enjoy the transactional side 
of business law. I’d like to work 
at a law firm for a while to get 
experience on business matters 
and then work in-house at a 
corporation. Being a fellow with the 
Center on Business Law & Policy 
allows me to learn more about the 
business side. I work closely with 
Center Director Faith Stevelman 
and Associate Director Howard 
Meyers, planning many of the 
events that the Center holds.
Collaborating with Experts
Professor Howard Meyers is 
Assistant Director of the Center on 
Business Law & Policy and teaches 
in the Securities Arbitration Clinic. 
Professor Meyers and the Clinic 
have gained much attention in the 
media for assisting small investors 
in winning settlements with 
brokerage firms.
Hands-on Learning
I work Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays at Bear Stearns. The 
attorneys I work with, who are 
both alums of the Law School, 
have been great in exposing me 
to all the exciting elements of the 
spring 2008 merger with JPMorgan. 
I am getting to witness first-hand 
the dramatic events and the legal 
ramifications of everything that 
happened—experiences that 
can’t ever be taught—and I am so 
thankful the attorneys are keeping 
me informed of what is going on.
Real-world Experience
The Externship Program enables 
second- and third-year students to 
earn two or four credits by working 
in carefully selected law offices and 
completing related assignments at 
the Law School. 
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Planning Ahead
I’m not sure about what kind of 
summer job I’ll have this year. 
Last summer, I worked with the 
public defender in New Jersey in 
the Post-Conviction Release Unit, 
but I’ll definitely be in New York 
because I’m on the Law Review 
board for next year and we’re going 
to have to plan for next year’s 
group of students and get ready for 
upcoming publications.
Legal Scholarship
The New York Law School Law 
Review is a journal of legal 
scholarship edited and published 
by students at New York Law 
School four times a year. Professor 
Cameron Stracher, Co-director of 
the Program in Law & Journalism, 
serves as publisher of Law Review. 
He is a regular contributor to The 
Wall Street Journal, The New York 
Times, The American Lawyer, and 
many other publications.
Down Time
For downtime with friends, I head 
to South’s, a fun place near the 
Law School, where I go to eat and 
hang out with friends. When I’m 
not around school, I can often be 
found running in Central Park. I’m a 
member of a private running group 
and we do a six-mile run every 
Wednesday. I recently started doing 
yoga at the gym to help with my 
running, but now it’s just a nice 
calming way to end the week. 




B.A. in Political Science,  
University of South Florida
Before Law School 
Provided legal services to Louisiana  
residents post-Katrina
Career Goal
Practice public interest or government law
Favorite New York City Attraction
Museum of Modern Art
Shelby
          Russ
Law school allows me 
to continue giving back 
to the community by 
teaching me how to 
help people in need.
Day Division
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Shelby
          Russ
At Home in the City 
I grew up in an agrarian community 
on the beach in Florida and was 
raised Mennonite, which is a 
smaller sect of the Amish. But it 
wasn’t a culture shock to come  
to Manhattan; I used to visit three 
times a year to attend concerts  
or museum openings. I always  
went to the Museum of Modern 
Art. I started as an art major in 
college before becoming a political 
science major.
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Why I’m Here
Out of all the schools in New York, 
I only applied to New York Law 
School because of its location, 
which I thought could help me move 
easily into government work, and 
because of the School’s legacy of 
public interest work. I’ve done relief 
work my entire life. I’m learning law 
to keep helping people.
A Commitment to Public Service
The Law School views public 
service as an essential part of 
the legal profession. The Public 
Service Career Recognition 
Program helps relieve a portion of 
students’ loan debts if they have 
made financial sacrifices in order 
to participate in public service 
activities. Additionally, the Public 
Service Certificate is awarded to 
graduating students with a history 
of community involvement.
On the Move 
I commute to school from Jersey City. 
My two friends and I try to coordinate 
who will bring the coffee each 
day—usually from Dunkin’ Donuts, 
since it’s open 24 hours a day. 
Easy Commutes for All 
Conveniently close to several  
bus and subway stops, the Law 
School is easy to travel to from  
New Jersey as well as from any  
of the city’s five boroughs. 
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Good Eats
My friends and I often grab 
lunch together to talk about 
class and try to mend any gaps 
in our understanding. Of course, 
sometimes we just hang out. I like 
going to Petite Abeille; I’m really 
fond of their hamburgers. There 
are a lot of great hangouts in this 
neighborhood, so the School’s 
location is perfect—it’s near 
everything I could possibly need.
Welcome to the Center of  
the Universe  
The Law School is within walking 
distance of SoHo, Chinatown,  
Little Italy, the Hudson River 
Waterfront, and a few subway  
stops from the Village, Theater 
District, the Museum of Modern  
Art, and countless other New York 
City landmarks.
Classroom Innovations 
So far, I haven’t had a class that I 
didn’t like. I really enjoy Legislation 
and Regulation—Professor Kostant 
is just great. I also have Property 
with Professor Berman, which is 
one of my favorite classes because 
he has an interactive Web site  
for the course that rivals any study 
aid available. It has a discussion 
board, a wiki board, and videos  
of lectures.
Teaching from Experience 
Professor Andrew R. Berman is 
an expert on various aspects of 
real estate law, including real 
estate finance, sales and purchase 
contracts, real estate  development, 
and commercial leasing. A former 
partner with Sidley Austin Brown 
& Wood’s New York Real Estate 
Group, he is the Founding Director 
of the School’s Center for Real 
Estate Studies. 
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Making an Impact 
Some of the best experiences 
I’ve had in school have been 
as a member of the Stonewall 
Association and the Black Law 
Students Association. I was initially 
skeptical about joining a group—I 
just wanted to go to class and 
go home—but I enjoy making an 
impact on society. Plus, through 
these groups, I’ve met alumni and 
other guests who have taught me 
about interviewing skills and how 
to bridge my social life and my 
academic life.
Staying Involved
Student organizations make 
outstanding contributions to the 
Law School’s extracurricular life. 
They generate programs on a wide 
variety of topics, invite prominent 
members of the legal community  
to speak at the School, organize 
fund-raisers, and produce 
multicultural festivals.
Study (aka “Support”) Group 
School is my job. I’ve found that law 
school is like a marathon; it’s about 
pacing yourself, and that’s really hard. 
My study groups are great sources 
of support, though. We do a lot of 
studying in the Reading Room and 
the Library. 
Where to Study in  
a Bustling City
The Ernst Stiefel Reading Room,  
open 24/7 to students, is a peaceful 
place to prepare for class. The 
Mendik Law Library houses more 
than 500,000 volumes of books, 
microforms, audio/visual materials, 
and computer programs. Legal 
research resources include materials 
from international, federal, state, 
and local jurisdictions. The facility 
contains study carrels and tables, 
lounge seating, and meeting rooms 
for study groups. 
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A Lawyer for Life
Sometimes, when I talk to my 
mother on the phone, she has  
to ask me to stop acting like a 
lawyer and start acting like  
her daughter again! Trying to  
think like a lawyer spills over  
into your personal life—in a 
positive way—but you don’t  
realize it until other people see  
you in a different light. 
A Case for Blecker
I also really like Criminal Law  
with Professor Blecker. He 
encourages insightful discussion. 
He ensures that we understand 
whether or not we’re making valid 
points, and asks us to reconcile  
the differences between the law 
and what we’re saying.
Learning from the Experts
Professor Robert Blecker is a 
nationally known authority on the 
death penalty who has appeared in 
The New York Times, on CNN, PBS, 
BBC World News, and other major 
media outlets. Before teaching 
at the Law School, he served as 
Special Assistant Attorney General 
in the office of New York State’s 
Special Anti-Corruption Prosecutor.
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1
What else do you  
need to know? 
The basics about  
New York Law School 4
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The year was 1891. Leading scholars and practitioners of the day saw the need for a school to teach law in 
a distinctive style—and in a setting close to New York City’s legal, financial, government, and corporate 
headquarters. To meet that need, Columbia Law School faculty, alumni, and students, led by their former dean, 
Theodore Dwight, broke away and established New York Law School, a totally independent institution. It was a 
bold experiment.
The School was an immediate success, quickly gaining recognition for the excellence of its students and faculty. 
For more than a century, New York Law School has been an independent law school committed to keeping 
the doors of the legal profession open to a diverse population of students. From the beginning, the Law School 
welcomed students of all races and, in 1904, created the Evening Division to give those who need it the 
opportunity to work and attend classes.
From its auspicious start to the present day, New York Law School has graduated some of this country’s most 
innovative leaders, who continue to change the world through careers in public service, business, the arts, and 
other fields. 
The history of New York Law School can be summed  
up in a single sentence: A year ago, a seemingly daring 
venture; today the largest law school, with one exception, 
in these United States.
 — The Counsellor, The New York Law School Law Journal, 1892
Who We Are
Innovators
www.nyls.edu  •  47
Some of our most  
distinguished graduates include:
Wallace Stevens, Class of 1903 Maurice R. Greenberg ’50 Zygmunt Wilf ’74
John Marshall Harlan ’24 Judith Sheindlin ’65 Arthur N. Abbey ’59
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Judges & Justices  
•  Hon. John Marshall Harlan ’24, United States Supreme Court Justice 
•   Hon. Nicholas Tsoucalas ’51, Senior Judge, United States Court of International Trade 
•  Hon. Roger J. Miner ’56, United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit 
•   Hon. Judith Sheindlin ’65 (“Judge Judy”), New York family court judge, author, and television personality 
Founders of Prominent Law Firms
•  Henry Hurlbut Abbott, Class of 1895, of Whitman Breed Abbott & Morgan LLC 
•  Albert Milbank, Class of 1898, of Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP
•  William Parke, Class of 1902, of Chadbourne & Parke LLP 
•  Alfred Mudge, Class of 1905, of Mudge, Rose, Guthrie & Alexander 
•  Alfred Rose, Class of 1910, of Proskauer Rose LLP 
•  Jacob Scholer, Class of 1910, of Kaye Scholer LLP 
•  Edwin Sunderland ’13 of Davis, Polk, Wardwell, Sunderland & Kiendl 
•  Arthur N. Abbey ’59 of Abbey Spanier Rodd & Abrams, LLP 
•  Steven E. Pegalis ’65 of Pegalis & Erickson, LLC 
Government Leaders 
•  Bainbridge Colby, Class of 1892, Secretary of State under President Wilson 
•  Mayors of New York City: John F. Hylan, Class of 1897; John Purroy Mitchel, Class of 1901; James J. Walker, Class of 1905 
•   Robert F. Wagner, Class of 1900, U.S. Senator from New York, 1927 to 1949; author of the National Labor Relations Act 
•   Kathleen Grimm ’80, Deputy Chancellor for Finance and Administration, New York City Department of Education 
Corporate Leaders 
•   Maurice R. Greenberg ’50, former Chairman and CEO of American International Group (AIG); current Chairman  
and CEO of C.V. Starr and Co., Inc. 
•  Zygmunt Wilf ’74, principal owner of the Minnesota Vikings of the NFL 
•  Kenneth D. Werner ’78, President of Warner Brothers Domestic Television Distribution 
•  Charles E. Phillips Jr. ’93, President of Oracle, the world’s largest enterprise software company 
Pioneers
•   Conrad A. Johnson ’13, an immigrant from Barbados who became the first black Republican alderman in New York City 
•   Hon. James S. Watson ’13, a judge and the first African American admitted to membership in the American Bar Association 
•  Hon. Emilio Nuñez ’27, the first Latino judge in New York City 
•   Barbara M. Watson ’62, daughter of James S. Watson (above), U.S. Ambassador to Malaysia, the first female assistant 
secretary of state of the United States 
Pulitzer Prize Winners
•  Wallace Stevens, Class of 1903, Poet 
•  Elmer Rice ’12, Playwright 
Inventors 
•  Chester Carlson ’39, inventor of the xerography photocopy process 
•   Richard E. LaMotta ’75, inventor of the Chipwich ice-cream sandwich; Founder, myStudentBiz Inc
Arthur N. Abbey ’59
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Our Core Values
Embrace innovation. A recognition that our times demand the ability to adapt to change and to new 
situations as they arise and that doing so successfully requires a commitment to lifelong learning. At New York 
Law School, change is driven by the need to respond to the emerging needs of our society and a commitment to 
help our students develop real-world skills that will be demanded of lawyers in the years to come. 
Foster integrity and professionalism. A commitment to pursue the ongoing improvement of the legal 
profession by embracing ethics and professionalism as a way of life. Law is probably more explicitly challenged 
to define questions of professionalism and integrity than any other field, and at New York Law School, we 
deeply explore how lawyers meet this challenge. 
Advance justice for a diverse society. An explicit reminder that law ultimately is about justice, 
fairness, and morality. At New York Law School, we advance justice by bringing real-life experience to bear on 
scholarship, teaching students theory, equipping them to change the world for the better, and urging them out 
into that world to test their skills.
New York Law School’s core values focus our approach  
to legal education and are reflected in our curriculum,  
our teaching, the services we provide to our students,  
and our conduct as an institution of higher learning.
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Our Approach:  
Learn Law. Take Action.
Under the leadership of renowned scholar Dean Richard A. Matasar, the School has sharpened the focus of 
its curriculum in the last several years to develop a program called “Learn law. Take action.” This program 
combines traditional legal theory with a strong dose of applied learning through skills courses and innovative 
programs, giving students multiple opportunities to work on projects that have a real-world impact. 
To further these goals, the Law School has developed a second thematic approach: “The Right Program for 
Each Student,” which acknowledges and accommodates our students’ differing expectations, ambitions, and 
levels of ability. The School has developed several individualized programs to meet the needs of each segment  
of the student body, including: 
The John Marshall Harlan Scholars Program
This rigorous academic honors program is designed for students who have performed at the top of their law 
school class. It gives students the opportunity to focus their law school studies, gaining depth and substantive 
expertise beyond a broad understanding of the law. Eligible students are offered scholarship funding, a position 
on the New York Law School Law Review, and an affiliation with one of the Law School’s eight academic centers 
(read more about these on page 56!). 
The Comprehensive Curriculum Program
The Comprehensive Curriculum Program is a unique program that provides intensive support for students who 
perform in the bottom quarter of their class after the first year, helping them turn a weak start into a powerful 
finish. Professors work closely with participating students to help them get the skills and knowledge they need 
to succeed on the bar exam, in law school, and in the workforce. 
 
A Focus on Collaborative Learning  
Our next step is perfecting an approach to support the middle segment of the student population. Starting with 
the first-year curriculum, the School’s overall program is being revised to more accurately reflect the knowledge 
and skills students need to succeed in today’s marketplace. Our approach is based on collaborative learning and 
provides students with opportunities to work directly with professors on real-world projects.
In keeping with our values, New York Law School trains 
students to become active lawyer-citizens who use their 
skills and knowledge to enhance the lives of others. 
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•    Civil Liberties
•    Constitutional Law
•    Corporate and Securities Law
•    Criminal Law
•    International Law
•    Information and Media Law
•    Labor and Employment Law
•    Professional Values & Practice
•    Real Estate Law
•    Taxation
•    Full-time Day
•    Part-time Evening
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•    Juris Doctor
•    LL.M. in Taxation
•    LL.M. in Real Estate Law
•     Joint J.D./M.B.A. with Baruch College,  
City University of New York
•     Joint Bachelor’s/J.D. with  
Stevens Institute of Technology
•     Joint Bachelor’s/J.D. with  
Adelphi University
•     Joint Bachelor’s/J.D. with  
New England College






•    28% self-identified minority*
•    50% women*
•    23% part-time evening*
•     241 undergraduate schools represented 













82 full-time faculty and instructional staff
•     Four hold an S.J.D., the highest degree  
in law
•    Twelve hold a Ph.D.
•    Twelve hold an LL.M.
•     Twenty-one hold a master’s degree  





Designed for Student Success
Beginning with the first-year required course called Lawyering, every student is given the opportunity to apply 
his or her legal reasoning and analysis skills in the context of a simulated interview of a client, then in an 
interview of a witness and, finally, in a session in which they counsel a client. This course is a groundbreaking 
and innovative way of introducing students to the tasks that lawyers are asked to perform. 
Building on the Lawyering course, the Lawyering Skills Center offers multiple opportunities for students 
to gain hands-on experience in a real-world setting:
•     An extensive externship program places students in the offices of practicing attorneys or in judicial chambers.
•     A rich array of clinics allows students to represent or work with actual clients under the direct supervision 
of full-time faculty or attorneys. Clinics are offered in Criminal Law, Elder Law, Mediation, Securities 
Arbitration, and Urban Law. 
•     Advanced simulation courses enable students to interact with actors or others in a variety of lawyering 
situations. These courses include: Advocacy of Criminal Cases; Alternative Dispute Resolution; Negotiating, 
Counseling, and Interviewing (NCI); Trial Advocacy; and The Role of the Government Attorney. 
This foundational training is augmented by a wide array of specialized coursework available to students after 
their first year. More than half of a student’s credit hours are devoted to elective courses.
New York Law School gives each student a solid foundation 
in the law—the substantive knowledge and professional 
skills necessary to represent clients responsibly, effectively, 
and creatively. We offer students a wealth of intellectual 
opportunities to actively engage in the profession through 
experiences in and out of the classroom. Our curriculum 
emphasizes broad-based advocacy and skills training and allows 
students to build course concentrations in numerous areas.
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Student Organizations at New York Law School
. . . . . American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU/NYLS)
. . . . . American Constitution Society (ACS)
. . . . . Asian American Law Student Association (AALSA)
. . . . . Black Law Students Association (BLSA)
. . . . . Corporate & Business Law Society
. . . . . Criminal Law Society 
. . . . . Domestic Violence Project
. . . . . Environmental Law Society 
. . . . . Evening Students Association
. . . . . Federalist Society
. . . . . Intellectual Property Law Society
. . . . . Intramural Sports Club
. . . . . Italian Law Students Association (ILSA)
. . . . . Jewish Law Students Association (JLSA)
. . . . . Latino Law Student Association (LaLSA)
. . . . . Lawyers Without Borders NYLS Student Division
. . . . . Legal Association for Women (LAW)
. . . . . Media Law & Policy Journal
. . . . . Media, Entertainment, & Sports Law Association (MESLA)
. . . . . Moot Court Association
. . . . . Muslim Law Students Association 
. . . . . National Lawyer Guild
. . . . . New York Law School Law Review 
. . . . . NYLS Democrats
. . . . . NYLS Republicans
. . . . . Phi Alpha Delta (PAD)
. . . . . Public Interest Coalition (PIC)
. . . . . Real Estate Law Association
. . . . . Russian American Law Students Association (RALSA)
. . . . . South Asian Law Students Association (SALSA)
. . . . . Stonewall Law Students Association
. . . . . Student Bar Association
. . . . . Tax and Estate Planning Society
Professional  
Development
The Office of Professional Development—which encompasses the Office of Career Services, the Office of Student 
Life, and the Office of Public Interest and Community Service—helps students develop professional portfolios 
that link their passions and interests to the job market. Among the programs available are a liaison program 
linking students to senior administrators and upper-division students; a faculty advising system encouraging 
faculty-to-student mentoring; and an alumni mentor program that engages hundreds of graduates in career 
counseling of current students. 
Public Interest and Community Service
The Office of Public Interest and Community Service sponsors a variety of programs and opportunities for 
students to engage in pro bono activities. The office works closely with several of the Law School’s centers: the 
Justice Action Center, with its focus on issues of civil rights and liberties and international human rights; the 
Center for Professional Values and Practice, with its emphasis on professionalism and ethics as well as appropriate 
methods for effecting dispute resolution; and the Center for New York City Law, with its focus on addressing legal 
issues in an urban setting. Students who perform at least 40 hours of voluntary service while at the Law School 
receive a Public Service Certificate, which is noted on their transcripts.
Student Life
The Office of Student Life strives to make each student’s time at the Law School meaningful and productive by 
providing support for extracurricular opportunities that enhance a student’s professional development. These 
include the Student Bar Association (SBA), the Moot Court Association, and more than 30 New York Law School 
student organizations.
Career Services
Staffed by attorneys and counseling professionals who have held positions in large, midsize, and boutique law 
firms, government offices, academic institutions, and public interest organizations, the Office of Career Services 
offers career counseling, job listings, job-hunting skills workshops, networking opportunities, and an extensive 
library of career resources. Career Services also hosts both a fall and a spring On-Campus Interview Program for 
employers who wish to recruit students on-site.
Work-Study Opportunities
Students also build professional experience through participation in the Federal Work-Study Program, which 
provides more than 350 paid jobs to participating New York Law School students every year. These include 
positions at law firms, district attorneys’ and U.S. attorneys’ offices, public defender firms, public interest law 
organizations, on-campus offices, and with the School’s eight academic centers.
Law students begin their professional lives on the day they 
enter law school. And at New York Law School, they get the 
support, guidance, and resources they need to shape their 
own paths to success. 
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Student Organizations at New York Law School
. . . . . American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU/NYLS)
. . . . . American Constitution Society (ACS)
. . . . . Asian American Law Student Association (AALSA)
. . . . . Black Law Students Association (BLSA)
. . . . . Corporate & Business Law Society
. . . . . Criminal Law Society 
. . . . . Domestic Violence Project
. . . . . Environmental Law Society 
. . . . . Evening Students Association
. . . . . Federalist Society
. . . . . Intellectual Property Law Society
. . . . . Intramural Sports Club
. . . . . Italian Law Students Association (ILSA)
. . . . . Jewish Law Students Association (JLSA)
. . . . . Latino Law Student Association (LaLSA)
. . . . . Lawyers Without Borders NYLS Student Division
. . . . . Legal Association for Women (LAW)
. . . . . Media Law & Policy Journal
. . . . . Media, Entertainment, & Sports Law Association (MESLA)
. . . . . Moot Court Association
. . . . . Muslim Law Students Association 
. . . . . National Lawyer Guild
. . . . . New York Law School Law Review 
. . . . . NYLS Democrats
. . . . . NYLS Republicans
. . . . . Phi Alpha Delta (PAD)
. . . . . Public Interest Coalition (PIC)
. . . . . Real Estate Law Association
. . . . . Russian American Law Students Association (RALSA)
. . . . . South Asian Law Students Association (SALSA)
. . . . . Stonewall Law Students Association
. . . . . Student Bar Association
. . . . . Tax and Estate Planning Society
Employment Statistics for the Class of 2007
•  92% employed within nine months of graduation
•  48% in private practice
•  22% in business and industry
•  12% in government agencies
•  3% in judicial clerkships
•  5% in public interest positions
•  2% in academic positions
Representative Employers for the Class of 2007*
National and International Law Firms
•  Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
•  Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP
•  Proskauer Rose LLP
•  Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP
•  Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP
Metro Area Firms
•  Fishman & Neil, LLP
•  Kent, Beatty & Gordon, LLP 
•  Marshall, Conway, Wright & Bradley P.C.
•  Rosensteel & Beckmann LLC
Business and Industry
•  American International Group (AIG)
•  Barclays Capital Markets
•  Bloomberg L.P. 
•  Merrill Lynch
•  Viacom International
Government
•  U.S. Army Judge Advocate General Corps
•  U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
•  New Jersey Attorney General’s Office
•  New York City Law Department
•  New York City Administration for Children’s Services
•  Offices of district attorneys in every New York–metro county
Public Interest
•  MFY Legal Services
•  Legal Aid Society
•  Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts
Clerkships
•  U.S. District Court, Northern District of New York
•  U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Southern District of New York
•  U.S. District Court, Southern District of Texas
•  U.S. District Court, Southern District of West Virginia
•  Superior Court in most New Jersey counties
* Additional employers may be found at www.nyls.edu/employerlist.
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The Center on Business Law & Policy is designed to 
provide students an enriched educational experience 
in the business, securities, and commercial law areas 
and train them to excel as planners and counselors in 
general advising, litigation, and, especially, deal-
making situations where businesses and other 
commercial entities are clients. Center graduates will 
have a firm grounding in the fundamentals needed to 
enter business-oriented law firms, law departments in 
corporations, investment banks, financial services and 
brokerage firms, institutional investors, as well as 
regulators and other commercially oriented 
governmental offices, and will be exposed to the areas 
of law that are relevant to these types of practices.
The Center on Financial Services Law begins 
offering programs in fall 2008. The Center will 
expand the number of specialized financial services 
law courses currently offered to J.D. students and 
develop hiring and recruiting opportunities for 
students and alumni who have an interest in financial 
services law. It will also provide a forum to discuss 
regulatory reforms and current issues facing this 
global industry, create new educational programs for 
industry legal and business professionals, and 
establish an LL.M. in Financial Services Law. 
Academic Centers
Finding Your Focus
You’ll find abundant opportunities to “learn law and take 
action” at New York Law School’s eight academic centers. 
Established by the Law School faculty, these eight centers 
are hubs of specialized study that enable invaluable 
exchange between students and expert practitioners. 
Students in the Harlan Scholars Program are invited  
to affiliate with one of the centers and make it their 
intellectual home on campus. 
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The Center for International Law provides students and 
faculty with in-depth support for instruction in many areas of 
international law. Founded in 1996 with major funding from 
The Starr Foundation, the Center maintains close ties with 
New York City’s business, financial, and legal communities. 
The Center’s activities include sponsoring the prestigious C.V. 
Starr Lectures and the Otto L. Walter Lecture Series, which 
regularly bring world-renowned speakers to the Law School; 
embarking on the Iran Project, which appraises the impact of 
nongovernmental organizations on democracy and development 
in Iran; and producing The International Review newsletter. 
Established in 1993, the Center for New York City Law is the 
only program of its kind in the country. Its objectives are to 
gather and disseminate information about New York City’s 
laws, rules, and procedures; to sponsor publications, symposia, 
and conferences on topics related to governing the city; and to 
suggest reforms to make city government more effective and 
efficient. The Center produces several publications, including 
CityLaw, which tracks New York City’s rules and regulations, 
how they are enforced, and court challenges to them; and 
CityLand, which reports decisions from the New York City 
land use agencies.
The Law School’s Center for Professional Values and Practice 
provides a vehicle through which to examine the role of the legal 
profession and approaches to law practice. The Center’s work 
supports the development of lawyering skills and reflective 
professionalism, including consideration of how these have 
evolved over the decades, even as business and ethical pressures 
have intensified and become more complex, and the roles of 
lawyers in society have multiplied. 
The Center for Real Estate Studies provides students with a 
unique educational opportunity to study both the private 
practice and public regulation of real estate. Launched in 2007, 
the Center offers an extensive selection of classroom courses, 
advanced seminars, and independent study projects, as well as 
externships in governmental offices and real estate firms. It also 
sponsors conferences, symposia, and continuing legal education 
programs on a broad spectrum of issues. The Center aims to 
help bridge the existing gap between the private practice and 
academic study of real estate, and will become one of the premier 
research centers in the country for the study of real estate.
The Institute for Information Law & Policy is New York Law 
School’s home for the study of law, technology, and civil liberties. 
The goal of the Institute is to develop and apply theories of 
information and communication to analyze law and policy. It 
also seeks to design new technologies and systems that will best 
serve democratic values in the digital age. The Institute 
administers the innovative program that leads to the Certificate 
of Mastery in Law Practice Technology for students who attain 
substantial expertise in how technology changes law practice and 
legal institutions. The Institute also offers a Patent Law Program 
that helps students develop expertise in patent law and prepare 
for the patent bar exam. 
The Justice Action Center brings together New York Law 
School faculty and students in an ongoing critical evaluation of 
public interest lawyering. Through scholarship and fieldwork, 
the Center seeks to evaluate the efficacy of law as an agent of 
change and social betterment, particularly in the fields of anti-
discrimination law and economic justice, civil liberties, 
criminal law and death penalty, environmental law, family law, 
immigration law, labor and employment law, and mental 
disability law. In addition to availing themselves of a focused 
curriculum, symposia, and research opportunities, participating 
students can gain direct exposure to the field of cause lawyering 
through externships, clinics, and workshops.
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Most faculty members have had significant prior experience in legal practice: as public defenders, corporate 
lawyers, jurists, government officials, and advocates for the public interest. They have collectively authored 
more than 100 books and hundreds of articles in prominent scholarly law reviews and journals. Through their 
scholarship, research, and advocacy, they are engaged in some of society’s most pressing concerns—developing 
programs on economic literacy, advocating for civil liberties, testifying before congressional committees, and 
advancing constitutional democracy around the world. 
Above all, our faculty members are committed to students’ success. They collaborate with students on real-world 
projects, engage them in intellectual discussions, provide guidance on professional development goals, and 
serve as advisors to student-run publications and organizations. They are dedicated to creating ever-expanding 
opportunities for New York Law School students to make a difference in the world long before graduation.
Faculty
Accomplished, Activist, and Approachable
You should expect outstanding intellectual leadership and 
scholarship from a law school faculty. At New York Law 
School, you’ll enjoy something more: a dynamic group of 
nationally renowned scholars with extensive professional 
and public policy accomplishments. 
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Andrew R. Berman
Former partner at Sidley Austin Brown & 
Wood’s New York Real Estate Group
Robert Blecker
Nationally known retributivist advocate 
of the death penalty
Tai-Heng Cheng
Expert on international law, Honorary Fellow, 
Foreign Policy Association
Aleta G. Estreicher
Authority on corporate and securities law
Annette Gordon-Reed
Renowned presidential scholar, expert  
in American legal history 
Seth D. Harris
Authority on labor and employment law; former 
Counselor to Alexis Herman, U.S. Secretary of 
Labor in the Clinton Administration
Arthur S. Leonard
Pioneering scholar and activist on sexual 
orientation law 
Beth Simone Noveck
Expert on intellectual property, technology, 
and law
Michael L. Perlin
Award-winning author on mental 
disability law 
Edward A. Purcell Jr.
Leading authority on U.S. history
Sadiq Reza
Authority on criminal law and procedure 
(American, comparative, and Islamic), 2008 
Carnegie Scholar
David S. Schoenbrod
Pioneer in the field of environmental law
Richard K. Sherwin
Expert on use of visual persuasion  
in litigation
James F. Simon
Author of seven books on American  
history, law, and politics 
Nadine Strossen
President of the American Civil Liberties Union 
(1991–2008)
Ruti G. Teitel
Authority on international law, human rights, 
and constitutional law; member of Council on 
Foreign Relations
Susan J. Abraham
Associate Professor of  
Applied Legal Analysis
Oberlin College, B.A. 1977; 
Rutgers Law School, J.D.  
1983; Warren Wilson College, 
M.F.A. 1991.
Courses: Applied Analysis; 
Principles of Legal Analysis
Deborah N. Archer
Professor of Law
Smith College, B.A., 1993 cum 
laude; Yale, J.D., 1996 (Journal 
of Law and Feminism, The Yale 
Policy Review); Law Clerk, Hon. 
Alvin W. Thompson, U.S. District 
Court, District of Connecticut.
Courses: Discrimination Law 
Enforcement Clinic Externship & 
Placement; Poverty Law Clinic
Richard C.E. Beck
Professor of Law;  
Co-director, Graduate  
Tax Program
University of Chicago, B.A. 
1963, Ph.D. 1973; Yale, J.D. 
1980; New York University, 
LL.M. (Taxation) 1984; Fulbright 
Fellowships, University of Paris 
1965–66, University of Calcutta 
Sanskrit College 1967–68.
Courses: Federal Income Tax: 
Corporate; Federal Income Tax: 
Individual; Federal Income Tax: 
Tax Policy; International Taxation
Lenni B. Benson
Professor of Law; Associate 
Dean for Professional 
Development
Arizona State, B.S. 1980  
cum laude; J.D. 1983 cum  
laude (Law Review, Managing 
Editor). Recipient, 1999 Elmer 
Freed Excellence in Teaching 
Immigration Law Award 
presented by American 
Immigration Lawyers 
Association. 
Courses: Administrative Law; 
Civil Procedure; Immigration 
Law; Immigration Practice 
Seminar & Workshop; Justice 
Action Center Colloquium; 
Refugee and Asylum Law
Andrew R. Berman
Associate Professor of Law; 
Director, Center for Real 
Estate Studies
Princeton, A.B. 1984; New York 
University, J.D. 1988 cum laude 
(Journal of International Law 
and Politics, Editorial Staff). 
Courses: Advanced Topics  
in Real Estate; Property;  
Real Estate Transactions  
and Finance; Sustainable 
Development
Molly Katrina Beutz
Associate Professor of Law
Hamline University, B.A. 1996; 
Yale Law School, J.D. 2001.
Courses: Civil Procedure; 
Conflict of Laws
Robert Blecker
Professor of Law 
Tufts, B.A. 1969; Harvard, J.D. 
1974 cum laude; Harvard  
Fellow in Law and Humanities, 
1976–77. 
Courses: Constitutional History: 
Supremacy & Nullification 
1776–1868; Criminal Law; 
Criminal Law & Procedure: 
Criminals & Our Urge to Punish 
Them; Criminal Law & 
Procedure: Death Penalty; 
Criminal Law & Procedure: 
Sentencing
Elise C. Boddie
Associate Professor of Law
Yale College, B.A. 1990 cum 
laude; Harvard, M.P.P. 1996,  
J.D. 1996 cum laude (Civil 
Rights-Civil Liberties Law 
Review). Law Clerk, Hon.  
Robert L. Carter, Southern 
District of New York. 
Courses: Constitutional Law II; 
Land Use Regulation; Special 
Topics in State and Local 
Government
Lloyd Bonfield
Visiting Professor of Law
University of Massachusetts, 
B.A. 1971 cum laude; University 
of Iowa, M.A., 1974, J.D. 1975 
with high distinction; University 
of Cambridge, Ph.D., 1978, 
Fulbright Scholar 1975–77. 
Course: Property
Michael Botein
Professor of Law; Director, 
Media Center
Wesleyan, B.A. 1966; Cornell, 
J.D. 1969, Order of the Coif 
(Law Review); Columbia, LL.M. 
1972, J.S.D. 1979. Fulbright 
Fellowship, 1991. 
Courses: Administrative Law; 
Antitrust; Civil Procedure; 
Federal Regulation of the 
Electronic Media; Mass 
Communications & 
Telecommunications Law: 




New York University, B.A. 1969; 
St. John’s University, J.D. 1972. 
Courses: Advocacy of Criminal 
Cases; Criminal Law Clinic; 
Externship Seminar; Lawyering; 
Negotiating, Counseling, and 
Interviewing; Trial Advocacy 
James Brook
Professor of Law
Harvard, B.A. 1968 magna cum 
laude, Phi Beta Kappa; J.D. 
1972 cum laude; Columbia, 
LL.M. 1983; Finkelstein Fellow, 
1981–82. 
Courses: Sales and  
Payment Systems; Secured 
Transactions; Torts
Camille Broussard
Professor of Legal Research; 
Director, Law Library
University of Nevada, B.S.  
1976; Lewis & Clark College, 
Northwestern School of Law, J.D. 
1981; Columbia, M.L.S. 1991.
Course: Legal Research, 
Advanced
Carol A. Buckler
Professor of Law; Associate 
Dean for Academic Affairs
Yale, B.A. 1978 cum laude; 
Harvard, J.D. 1982 cum laude.




Harvard, B.A. 1966; University 
of Pennsylvania, J.D. 1970. 
Courses: Criminal Law; Criminal 
Procedure: Adjudication; 
Criminal Procedure: 
Investigation; Evidence;  
Trial Advocacy
Elizabeth Chambliss
Professor of Law;  
Co-director, Center  
for Professional Values  
and Practice
College of Charleston, B.S. 1983 
magna cum laude, Phi Beta 
Kappa; University of Wisconsin-
Madison, M.S. 1984, J.D. 1988 
cum laude, Order of the Coif; 
Ph.D. 1992.
Courses: Law Firms; Lawyers 
and Public Life; Legal 
Profession; Property 
Pamela R. Champine
Professor of Law; Director  
of Core Curriculum, 
Graduate Tax Program
University of Illinois, B.S. 1985; 
Northwestern, J.D. 1988;  
New York University, LL.M. 
(Taxation) 1990. 
Faculty and Instructional Staff
Scholarly, Activist
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Courses: Property; Income 
Taxation of Trusts and Estates; 
Problems of Timing; Wills, 
Trusts, & Future Interests  
David Chang
Professor of Law
Haverford, B.A. 1979 magna 
cum laude; Yale, J.D. 1982. Law 
Clerk, Hon. W. Arthur Garrity, 
District of Massachusetts. 
Courses: Conflict of Laws; 
Constitutional Law I & II; 
Criminal Law; Torts
Lung-chu Chen
Professor of Law;  
Founder and President,  
New Century Institute
National Taiwan University, 
LL.B. 1958 summa cum laude; 
Northwestern, LL.M. 1961; Yale, 
LL.M. 1962, J.S.D. 1964. Ford 
Foundation Fellowship, 
1960–61; Yale Fellowship, 
1961–64. 
Courses: Foreign Affairs, the 
Constitution, & International 
Law Perspectives; Human 
Rights in International & 
Constitutional Perspectives; 
International Law in 
Contemporary Perspectives; 
International Law: Selected 
Topics; The United Nations
& World Order 
Tai-Heng Cheng
Associate Professor of Law; 
Associate Director, Center 
for International Law
Oxford University, B.A. (Law), 
1999, Double First Distinction, 
Oxford University Scholar, 
1997-1999, M.A., 2004; Yale 
Law School, LL.M., 2000; J.S.D. 
2004, Howard M. Holtzman 
Fellow for International Law.





Brown University, B.A. 1965 
cum laude; University of 
Chicago, J.D. 1968 (Law 
Review, Topics and Comments 
Editor). Fulbright Fellow and 
Senior Scholar, Hebrew 
University, Jerusalem, 2004–05. 
Bowman C. Lingle Fellow in 
Urban Studies, 1966–67.
Courses: Civil Procedure; 
Gender in U.S. Legal History
Sydney M. Cone III
C.V. Starr Professor of Law; 
Director, Center  
for International Law
Haverford, B.A. 1952 summa 
cum laude; Yale, LL.B. 1959 
summa cum laude (Law Journal, 
Editor in Chief). 
Courses: International Business 
Transactions; International 
Economic Law; International 
Finance
Stephen J. Ellmann
Professor of Law; Associate 
Dean for Faculty 
Development; Chair, Clinical 
Theory Workshops and 
Faculty Scholarship 
Luncheons; Co-chair, South 
Africa Reading Group; 
Co-editor, Clinical Research 
Institute; Editor, New York 
Law School Legal Studies 
Research Paper Series
Harvard, B.A. 1972 magna cum 
laude; J.D. 1976 magna cum 
laude (Law Review, Note 
Editor). Law Clerk, Hon. Elbert 
Tuttle, U.S. Court of Appeals, 
Fifth (now Eleventh) Circuit. 
Courses: Constitution and 
Socio-Economic Rights; 
Constitutional Development in 
South Africa & the United 
States; Constitutional Law I & 
II; Lawyering; Legal Profession
David Epstein
Distinguished Adjunct 
Professor of Law; Legal 
Research Specialist
New York University, B.A. 1972; 
Brooklyn Law School, J.D. 1975.
Courses: Drafting: Contracts; 




Bryn Mawr, A.B. 1970  
cum laude praeter morem; 
Columbia, J.D. 1981 Harlan 
Fiske Stone Scholar (Law 
Review, Articles Editor). Law 
Clerk, Hon. Eugene H. 
Nickerson, U.S. District Court, 
Eastern District of New York.
Courses: Corporate & Securities 
Law: Advanced Topics; 
Corporations; Property; 
Securities Arbitration Clinic; 
Securities Regulation
Diane L. Fahey
Associate Professor of Law
Cleveland State University, B.A. 
1979; Cleveland-Marshall 
College of Law, J.D. 1983 cum 
laude; Georgetown University 
Law Center, LL.M. 2000.
Course: Civil Procedure
Ronald H. Filler
Professor of Law; Director, 
Center on Financial  
Services Law
University of Illinois 
Champaign-Urbana, B.A. 1970; 
George Washington University 
Law School, J.D. 1973 with 
Honors; Georgetown University 
Law Center, LL.M. (Tax) 1976. 
Courses: Derivative Market 
Regulation; Special Topics in 
Corporate Law: Financial 
Services Seminar and 
Workshop; Special Topics in 
Corporate Law: Regulation of 
Brokers/Dealers and Futures 
Commissions Merchants 
Kris Franklin
Professor of Law; Director, 
Academic Skills Program
Yale, B.A. 1989 cum laude; New 
York University, J.D. 1992, 
(Review of Law & Social 
Change, Editor in Chief); Public 
Interest Law Foundation 
Fellowship, 1990. 
Courses: Advanced Legal 
Writing; Applied Analysis; 
Negotiating, Counseling, and 
Interviewing; Principles of  
Legal Analysis
Doni Gewirtzman
Associate Professor of Law
Wesleyan University, B.A. 1993; 
University of California–
Berkeley, J.D. 1998.
Courses: Constitutional Law I 
and II
Hon. Douglas H. Ginsburg
Distinguished Visiting 
Scholar; Chief Judge,  
United States Court of 
Appeals for the District  
of Columbia Circuit
Cornell University, B.S. 1970; 
University of Chicago Law 
School, J.D. 1973.
Cathy Glaser
Professor of Legal Writing; 
Director, Writing Program
Cornell, B.S. 1974; Syracuse, 
J.D. 1977 magna cum laude, 
Order of the Coif, Justinian 
Society Phi Kappa Phi (Law 
Review, Staff Writing Editor).




Radcliffe College, Harvard 
University, A.B. 1978 magna cum 
laude; New York University 
School of Law, J.D. 1984 cum 
laude (Review of Law and Social 
Change, Senior Articles Editor).
Courses: Lawyering
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Brandt Goldstein
Visiting Associate  
Professor of Law
Brown University, A.B. magna 
cum laude, 1987, Phi Beta 
Kappa; Yale, J.D., 1992. (The 
Yale Law Journal, Senior Editor; 
Yale Journal of Law and the 
Humanities, Editor). Law Clerk, 
Hon. Harry T. Edwards, U.S. 





Dartmouth, A.B. 1981; Harvard, 
J.D. 1984 (Law Review). 
Courses: American Legal 
History; American Slavery &  
the Law; Criminal Procedure: 
Investigation; Legal Profession; 
Property
James Grimmelmann
Associate Professor of Law
Harvard, B.A. 1999 summa cum 
laude, Phi Beta Kappa; Yale, 
J.D. 2005 (LawMeme, Editor in 
Chief; Yale Law Journal, 
Member). Law Clerk, Hon. 
Maryanne Trump Barry, U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Third 
Circuit. 
Courses: Copyright; Intellectual 
Property; Internet Law
Lawrence M. Grosberg
Professor of Law; Director, 
Lawyering Skills Center; 
Co-director, Elder Law Clinic
University of Southern 
California, B.A. 1965 cum laude, 
Order of the Palm; Columbia, 
J.D. 1969 (Journal of 
Transnational Law, Editor). 
Courses: Alternative Dispute 
Resolution; Elder Law Clinic 
Externship Course; Lawyering; 
Mediation Clinic; Negotiating, 
Counseling, and Interviewing; 
Trial Advocacy 
Karen Gross (On leave)
Distinguished Visiting 
Professor of Law; President, 
Southern Vermont College; 
Former President, Coalition 
for Debtor Education
Smith, B.A. 1974 cum laude, Phi 




Bankruptcy Policy Seminar  
& Workshop; Commercial 
Transactions; Consumer  
Finance & Collection; Contracts 
I & II; Contracts: Theory & 
Practice; Corporate 
Reorganization; Feminist 




Florida State, B.S. 1984 summa 
cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa; 
University of Pennsylvania, J.D. 
1988 cum laude (Law Review, 
Comment Editor). 
Courses: Contracts I & II; 
Corporate Finance Corporations; 
Federal Regulation of Mutual 




Professor of Law; Director, 
Labor & Employment Law 
Program
Cornell University School of 
Industrial and Labor Relations, 
B.S. 1983; New York University, 
J.D. 1990 cum laude (Review of 
Law and Social Change, Editor 
in Chief). Law Clerk, Hon. 
William Canby, U.S. Court of 
Appeals, Ninth Circuit; Law 
Clerk, Hon. Gene Carter, Chief 
Judge U.S. District Court, 
District of Maine. 
Courses: Employment 
Discrimination Law; Labor 
Relations Law; Torts
Mariana Hogan
Professor of Law; Director, 
Externship Program
Brown, A.B. 1976 magna cum 
laude; Georgetown, J.D. 1979. 
Courses: Advocacy of Criminal 
Cases; Criminal Defense Clinic; 
Externship Course; Judicial 
Externship Course; Legal 
Profession; Trial Advocacy
Dan Hunter
Visiting Professor of Law
Monash University, B.S. 1987, 
LL.B. with honors, 1989; 
University of Melbourne, LL.M. 
1996; University of Cambridge, 
Ph.D. 1999, Fulbright 
Postgraduate Fellowship,  
1995; Herchel Smith Research 
Fellowship in Intellectual 
Property Law, Emmanuel 
College, Cambridge, 1995.
Courses: Information Law; 
Introduction to Intellectual 
Property; Property; Trademarks 
and Unfair Competition 
Sandra K. Janin ’75
Professor of Legal Writing; 
Associate Director, Writing 
Program
Brooklyn College, B.A., 1971, 
cum laude; New York Law 
School, J.D., 1975, cum laude.
Courses: Drafting: Litigation 
Documents; Drafting: General 
Principles; Legal Reasoning, 
Writing & Research; Memo and 
Brief Writing; Persuasion
David Johnson
Visiting Professor of Law
Yale College, B.A. 1967 summa 
cum laude; J.D. 1972. Law 
Clerk, Hon. Malcolm R. Wilkey, 
U.S. Court of Appeals, District 
of Columbia.




Princeton, A.B. 1967 cum laude; 
University of Chicago, J.D. 
1970; New York University, 
LL.M. 1971; Arthur Garfield 
Hays Graduate Civil Liberties 
Fellow, 1970–71. 
Courses: Criminal Law; Criminal 
Law & Procedure: Criminal 
Appellate Clinic; Criminal Law 
& Procedure: Jury System; 
Criminal Law & Procedure: Post-




Associate Professor of Law
Carnegie Mellon, B.S. 
(Mathematics) 1977; Harvard, 
J.D. 1981 magna cum laude 
(Harvard Law Review, Supreme 
Court Co-editor). Law Clerk, 
Hon. John Minor Wisdom, U.S. 







University of Pennsylvania,  
B.A. 1974 summa cum laude, 
Phi Beta Kappa, J.D. 1977  
cum laude (University of 
Pennsylvania Law Review, 
Editor). 
Courses: Center for Real Estate 
Studies Harlan Capstone; Land 
Use Regulation; Property 
Peter C. Kostant
Visiting Professor of Law
Yale College, B.A. 1968; 
Washington University in St. 
Louis, M.A. 1971; Fordham, J.D. 
1978 cum laude (Law Review).
Courses: Contracts I; 
Corporations
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William P. LaPiana
Rita and Joseph Solomon 
Professor of Wills, Trusts, 
and Estates; Director,  
Estate Planning,  
Graduate Tax Program
Harvard, A.B. 1973 summa cum 
laude; A.M. 1975, J.D. 1978 
cum laude; Ph.D. 1987.
Courses: American Legal 
History; Estate Planning; 
Federal Taxation of Gifts & 




Professor of Law; Chairman, 
Board of Advisors, Center  
on Business Law & Policy
Brooklyn College, B.A. 1957; 
New York University School of 
Law, LL.B. 1966, Order of the 
Coif (Law Review). Law Clerk, 
Hon. Roger J. Traynor, Chief 
Justice of the California 
Supreme Court.
Courses: Corporate Governance; 
Mergers & Acquisitions
Arthur S. Leonard
Professor of Law; Editor, 
Lesbian/Gay Law Notes
Cornell University School of 
Industrial & Labor Relations, 
B.S. 1974 (Industrial & Labor 
Relations Forum, Editor); 
Harvard, J.D. 1977 cum laude. 
Courses: Contracts I & II; 
Employment Discrimination 
Law; Employment Law; Legal 
Profession; Sexual Orientation 
& the Law; Torts; Torts II: 
Additional Topics & Advanced 
Inquiries
Lawrence C. Levine
Visiting Professor of Law
Allegheny, B.A, 1976 cum laude; 
Hastings College of the Law, 
J.D. 1981, Order of the Coif.
Course: Torts
Jethro K. Lieberman
Professor of Law;  
Vice President for  
Academic Publishing
Yale, B.A. 1964 cum laude; 
Harvard, J.D. 1967 cum laude; 
Columbia, M.Phil. 1994,  
Ph.D. 1995. Phi Beta Kappa 
Bicentennial Fellowship, 
1972–73.
Courses: Writing Skills  
for Lawyers, Advanced; 
Constitutional Law I & II;  
Law & Society
Kevin Noble Maillard
Visiting Associate  
Professor of Law
Duke University, B.A. 1994; 
University of Pennsylvania, J.D. 
2002 (Journal of Constitutional 
Law, Symposium Editor); 
University of Michigan, M.A., 
Ph.D. 2004. Ford Foundation 
Dissertation Fellowship, 
2003–04. 
Courses: Wills, Trusts, and 
Future Interest; Special Topics 
in Family Law: Adoption
Joseph L. Marino
Professor of Applied  
Legal Studies; Director, 
Applied Skills Program
C.W. Post College of Long 
Island University, B.A. 1972;  
St. John’s University School  
of Law, J.D. 1975.
Courses: Consolidated Legal 
Analysis; New York Law  
in National Perspective;  
New York Practice
Richard D. Marsico
Professor of Law; Director, 
Justice Action Center; 
Director, Economic Justice 
Project of the Justice Action 
Center; Chair, First Thursday 
Lunches; Co-editor, Clinical 
Research Institute
Fordham, B.A. 1982 summa cum 
laude; Harvard, J.D. 1985 
magna cum laude. Law Clerk, 
Hon. Shirley Wohl Kram,
U.S. District Court, Southern 
District of New York. 
Courses: Employment Law 
Clinic; Justice Action Center 
Colloquium; Lawyering; Legal 
Profession; Poverty Law Clinic
Richard A. Matasar
Dean and President; 
Professor of Law
University of Pennsylvania, B.A. 
1974 magna cum laude; J.D. 
1977 magna cum laude, Phi 
Beta Kappa, Order of the Coif 
(Law Review, Research and 
Writing Editor). Law Clerk, Hon. 
Max Rosenn, U.S. Court of 
Appeals, Third Circuit. 
Michael T. McCarthy
Professor of Legal Research; 
Senior Reference Librarian
Queens College, B.A. 1983; 
University of Notre Dame Law 
School, J.D. 1987; Queens 
College, M.L.S. 1992.




Radcliffe, B.A. 1970 cum laude; 
Rutgers, J.D. 1974; Yale, LL.M. 
1988. Columbia University 
Revson Fellowship on the 
Future of New York City, 1980. 
Courses: Employment Law; 
Employment Practice Seminar & 
Workshop; Family Law; Feminist 
Jurisprudence
Howard S. Meyers
Visiting Professor of Law; 
Associate Director, Center 
on Business Law & Policy
Franklin & Marshall College, 
A.B. 1989, Phi Beta Kappa; 
Temple University James E. 
Beasley School of Law, J.D. 
1994 cum laude. 




Professor of Legal Research; 
Associate Librarian for 
Information Services
SUNY Stony Brook, B.S. 1971; 
Columbia, M.S.L.S. 1978; 
Fordham, J.D. 1982.
Course: Legal Research, 
Advanced
Frank W. Munger
Professor of Law; Co-chair, 
New York Law and Society 
Colloquium
Kenyon College, B.A. 1964 
summa cum laude, Phi Beta 
Kappa; University of Michigan, 
J.D. 1968; Ph.D. (Sociology) 
1977. Legal Services 
Corporation Fulbright Fellow 
(1964–65), Woodrow Wilson 
Fellow. Research Fellowship, 
1981–82; Appalachian Studies 
Fellowship, Berea College, 
1981. 
Courses: Constitutional Law; 




University of Pennsylvania, B.A. 
1967; Columbia, J.D. 1970  
(Law Review).
Courses: Children & the Law; 
Civil Procedure; Divorce: 
Lawyers, Clients, and Families; 
Family Law; Persuasion
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Beth Simone Noveck
Professor of Law; Director, 
Institute for Information Law 
and Policy; Director, 
Democracy Design 
Workshop; Founder, State  
of Play: Law and Virtual 
Worlds Annual Conference
Harvard, A.B. 1991 magna cum 
laude, A.M. 1992; Oxford Rotary 
Foundation Doctoral Fellow 
1993–94; University of 
Innsbruck, Ph.D. 1994, Fulbright 
Scholar; Yale, J.D. 1997. 
Founding Fellow, Yale Law 
School Information Society 
Project. Law Clerk, Hon. Leonard 
B. Sand, U.S. District Court, 
Southern District of New York. 
Courses: Constitutional Law II; 
Copyright, Innovation, and the 
Internet; Intellectual Property; 




Pennsylvania State University, 
B.S. 1969; University of Texas, 
J.D. 1975, Order of the Coif 
(Texas International Law 
Journal); Langdell Fellow, 
Harvard Law School, 1981–82.
Courses: Antitrust; Antitrust, 
Advanced; Competition & 
International Trade Policy; 
Computers, Information, 
Technology, & Law; Contracts I 
& II; Intellectual Property; 
Jurisprudence: Introduction to 
Legal Theory & Practice 
Michael L. Perlin
Professor of Law; Director, 
Mental Disability Law 
Program; Director, 
International Mental 
Disability Law Reform 
Project of the Justice  
Action Center
Rutgers, A.B. 1966 magna cum 
laude, Phi Beta Kappa; 
Columbia, J.D. 1969, Harlan 
Fiske Stone Scholar (Kent 
Commentaries, Managing 
Editor). Law Clerk, Hon. Sidney 
Goldmann, Appellate Division, 
Superior Court of New Jersey. 
Law Clerk, Hon. Ralph L. Fusco, 
Law Division, Superior Court of 
New Jersey.
Courses: Civil Procedure; 
Criminal Law & Procedure: The 
Mentally Disabled Defendant; 
Criminal Procedure: 
Adjudication; Mental Disability 
Litigation Seminar & Workshop; 
Mental Health Law; Therapeutic 
Jurisprudence
Edward A. Purcell Jr.
Joseph Solomon 
Distinguished Professor of 
Law
Rockhurst College, B.A. 1962; 
University of Kansas, M.A. 
1964; University of Wisconsin, 
Ph.D. 1968; Harvard, J.D. 1979 
cum laude (Harvard Civil 
Rights-Civil Liberties Law 
Review, Book Review Editor). 
Courses: Civil Procedure; Civil 
Rights Law; Complex Litigation: 
Problems & Tactics in Advanced 
Civil Procedure; Federal Courts 
& the Federal System; Federal 




Princeton, A.B. 1986 cum laude; 
Harvard, J.D. 1991 cum laude 
(Harvard International Law 
Journal, Articles Editor). Law 
Clerk, Hon. Stanley A. Weigel, 
U.S. District Court, Northern 
District of California.




Criminal Procedure; Islamic Law
Michael Roffer ’83 
Professor of Legal Research; 
Government Resources 
Reference Librarian
Brandeis University, B.A., 1980 
magna cum laude (Honors in 
Economics); New York Law 
School, J.D., 1983 magna cum 
laude (Law Review, Articles 
Editor); Rutgers, The State 
University of New Jersey, 
M.L.I.S., 2003; Law Clerk, Hon. 
Roger J. Miner, U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Second Circuit 
and U.S. District Court, 
Northern District of New York.
Course: Legal Research: 
Practical Skills
Rebecca Roiphe
Associate Professor of Law
Columbia University, B.A. 1993; 
Harvard Law School, J.D. 2000; 
University of Chicago, Ph.D. 
2002.  
Courses: American Legal 
History; Criminal Procedure: 
Investigation; Legal Profession
Tanina Rostain
Professor of Law;  
Co-director, Center for 
Professional Values and 
Practice; Co-chair, New 
York Law and Society 
Colloquium
Swarthmore, B.A. 1981; Yale, 
M.A. 1983, J.D. 1987. Law 
Clerk, Hon. Ellen Ash Peters, 
Chief Justice, Connecticut 
Supreme Court. W.M. Keck 
Foundation Fellow in Legal 
Ethics and Professional Culture, 
Yale University, 1996–98.
Courses: Evidence; Lawyers and 
Public Life; Legal Profession
Joyce D. Saltalamachia
Professor of Law
University of California, 
Berkeley, A.B. 1969, M.L.S. 
1970; Golden Gate University, 
J.D. 1976 (Law Review, 
Research and Articles Editor).
Course: Torts
Rosalie Sanderson
Instruction and Automation 
Librarian; Professor of Legal 
Research
University of Central Arkansas, 
B.S. 1971; University of 
Arkansas, M.A. 1973; University 
of California, Berkeley, M.L.S. 
1975; University of Florida 
College of Law, J.D. 1986. 
Courses: Legal Research: 
Practical Skills; Tax Research 
and Writing Seminar
Ross Sandler
Professor of Law; Director, 
Center for New York City 
Law; Editor, CityLaw, 
CityLand, and CityRegs 
Newsletters 
Dartmouth, A.B. 1961; New 
York University, LL.B. 1965, 
Order of the Coif, (Law Review); 
Root Tilden Fellow.
Courses: New York City 
Government; New York City 
Law Seminar & Workshop; 
Reforming Government by Court 
Order; State & Local 
Government; State and Urban 
Government: Current Problems 
and Issues; Torts
David S. Schoenbrod
Trustee Professor of Law; 
Senior Fellow, Cato Institute
Yale, B.A. 1963 magna cum 
laude; LL.B. 1968 (Law Journal); 
Oxford, B. Phil., 1965, Marshall 
Scholar. Law Clerk, Hon. 
Spottswood W. Robinson III, 
Court of Appeals, District of 
Columbia Circuit.
64  •  basics
Courses: Constitutional Law I; 
Environmental Law & Policy; 
Reforming Government by Court 
Order; Remedies
Richard K. Sherwin
Professor of Law; Director, 
Visual Persuasion Project
Brandeis, B.A. 1975 summa cum 
laude; Boston College, J.D. 1981 
(Boston College Third World Law 
Journal, Executive and 
Co-founding Editor); Columbia, 
LL.M. 1985, J.S.D. 1989.
Courses: Criminal Procedure: 
Adjudication; Information Law; 
Law & Popular Culture; 
Lawyering; Legal Profession; 
Torts; Visual Persuasion in  
the Law
James F. Simon
Martin Professor of Law; 
Dean Emeritus
Yale, B.A. 1961; LL.B. 1964; 
New York Law School, LL.D. 
1992. Ford Foundation 
Africa-Asia Fellowship, India, 
1964–65; Law and Humanities 
Fellowship, Harvard, 1974–75; 
Dean, New York Law School, 
1983–92. 
Courses: Constitutional Law I & 




Victoria University of 
Wellington, New Zealand, B.A. 
1968; B.A. Hons. (First Class in 
Philosophy) 1970; Ph.D. 1974; 
University of Michigan, 
Fulbright Fellow (Linguistics) 
1973; J.D. 1978 magna cum 
laude, Order of the Coif.




Professor of Law; Director, 
Center on Business Law & 
Policy
Yale, B.A. 1982; M.Phil. 1985; 
New York University, J.D. 1989. 
Courses: Corporate & Securities 
Law: Issues in Corporate 
Theory; Corporate & Securities 
Law Seminar & Workshop; 
Corporate Fraud & Corporate 
Disclosure: Litigation & 
Regulation; Corporate Law: 
Perspectives of the Practicing 
Attorney; Corporations
Cameron Stracher
Professor of Legal Writing; 
Publisher, New York Law 
School Law Review; 
Co-director, Program in Law 
& Journalism
Amherst, B.A. 1983 magna cum 
laude; Harvard, J.D. 1987 
(Winner, Ames Moot Court 
Competition); University of 
Iowa, M.F.A. (Fiction) 1991.
Courses: Legal Scholarship; 
Newsgathering and the Law
Peter J. Strauss
Distinguished Adjunct 
Professor of Law; Co-
director, Elder Law Clinic
Bowdoin College, A.B., 1957; 
New York University, J.D. 1961.
Course: Elder Law
Nadine Strossen
Professor of Law; President, 
American Civil Liberties 
Union (1991–2008)
Harvard, A.B. 1972, Phi Beta 
Kappa; J.D. 1975 magna cum 
laude (Harvard Law Review, 
Editor). Law Clerk, Hon. John J. 
Todd, Minnesota Supreme Court.
Courses: Advanced 
Constitutional Law; 
Constitutional Law I & II; 
Human Rights Law; Individual 
Rights
Lynn Boepple Su
Professor of Legal Writing; 
Associate Director, Writing 
Program
New York University, B.A. 1982 
magna cum laude, Phi Beta 
Kappa; Washington & Lee, J.D. 
1985 cum laude.
Courses: Drafting: Contracts; 
Legal Reasoning, Writing & 
Research; Memorandum & Brief 
Writing; Persuasion; Written & 
Oral Advocacy
Ruti G. Teitel
Ernst C. Stiefel Professor of 
Comparative Law; Chair, 
Comparative Law and 
Politics Discussion Group
Georgetown, B.S. 1977 cum 
laude; Cornell, J.D. 1980; Senior 
Fellow, Yale Law School, Orville 
H. Schell, Jr. Center for 
International Human Rights; 
Fellow, Woodhull Institute for 
Ethical Leadership.
Courses: Comparative 
Constitutional Law: Revolution 
& Constitutional Law; 
Constitutional Interests in 
Conflict: Religion & the 
Constitution; Constitutional Law 
I & II; International Human 
Rights Seminar & Workshop 
Ann F. Thomas
Professor of Law;  
Managing Director, 
Graduate Tax Program
Harvard-Radcliffe, A.B. 1973; 
Yale, J.D. 1976; Fellow, Bunting 
Institute at Radcliffe College, 
1992.
Courses: Business Law Issues 
in Structuring the Closely Held 
Enterprise; Comparative Tax 




Yale University, B.A. 1983; 
University of Pennsylvania, J.D., 
M.B.A. 1990.
Courses: Advanced Real Estate 
Financing; Bankruptcy; Real 
Estate Transactions and Finance
Frank M. Tuerkheimer
Visiting Professor of Law
Columbia, B.A. 1960; New York 
University, LL.B. 1963 cum laude 
(Law Review, Note Editor). 
Courses: Evidence
Donald H. Zeigler
Professor of Law;  
Co-director, Center  
for Professional Values  
and Practice
Amherst, A.B. 1966 cum laude; 
Columbia J.D. 1969.
Courses: Civil Procedure; 
Evidence; Federal Courts & the 
Federal System; Modern Civil 
Litigation
www.nyls.edu  •  65

At the library, 
students will have 
access to spacious 
group study rooms, 
open seating areas, 
and private study 
carrels—as well as 
plenty of workspace for 
using laptops and other 
technology. 




lighting and acoustics, 
and tiered seating that 
promotes the open 
exchange of ideas.

Rendering of the Law School’s 
new state-of-the-art academic 
building, which will integrate 
with the School’s existing three 
buildings. When completed, the new 
complex will bring together the Law 
School’s classrooms, library, student 
spaces, administrative offices, and 
professional academic centers in 
a combined 370,000-square-foot 
environment compared with the 
135,000 square feet of space the 
School occupies today. 
Students will enter 
the library on the 
first floor of the new 
building, which will 
also house the School’s 
new main entrance, an 
expansive social area, 
and a student café. 
One of the new 
building’s most 
prominent design 
features will be an 
open lounge and 
circulation space 
that runs along a 200-
foot-long glass wall 
facing Leonard Street 
and West Broadway.
New York Law School is located in the heart of 
Manhattan’s TriBeCa district—home of the city’s legal, 
government, and corporate headquarters, as well as 
a thriving cultural scene. Our campus is evolving to 
meet the changing needs of our students, and by the 
time you get here, it will be complete with a new state-
of-the-art academic building, finer than any other law 
building in the city.  
It all started in August 2006, when the School 
broke ground on a $190 million expansion and 
renovation program that will transform the campus 
into a cohesive architectural complex nearly double 
its former size. At the center of the project is the 
new glass-enclosed, 235,000-square-foot academic 
building, which will extend five stories aboveground 
and four below. Slated to open in 2009, the new 
building will stand next to the School’s existing three 
structures, which will be renovated completely by 
2010. The resulting campus will reflect the School’s 
past and future, symbolizing the growth and renewal 
of TriBeCa and all of Lower Manhattan. 
The new building will be almost exclusively student-
centered—with classrooms, lounges, study rooms, 
dining facilities, and the library all housed within 
the building’s central core. As a student, you’ll attend 
classes in rooms designed to maximize teaching and 
learning opportunities, with cutting-edge technology, 
top-notch lighting and acoustics, and tiered seating 
that promotes the open exchange of ideas. You’ll also 
collaborate in customized spaces modeled after the 
courtroom and other real-world practice settings. 
New York Law School
Our Campus  
& Neighborhood
By Subway 
7th Avenue Line 
1 (local) to Franklin Street. Exit at Varick 
Street and West Broadway. Walk two 
blocks south on West Broadway to 
Worth Street.
2, 3 (express) to Chambers Street. Exit 
at West Broadway and walk four blocks 
north on West Broadway to Worth Street.
Lexington Avenue Line 
4, 5 (express), and 6 (local), to Brooklyn 
Bridge/City Hall. Exit at Foley Square. 
Walk north two blocks to Worth Street 
and west three blocks to Church Street.
8th Avenue Line 
A (express) and C (local) to Chambers 
Street. Exit at Church Street. Walk four 
blocks north on Church Street to Worth 
Street.
E (local) to Canal Street, change for the  
A or C to Chambers Street.
Avenue of Americas (Sixth Ave.) Line 
B, D, Q (express) and F (local) to West 
4th Street/Washington Square. Change 
at West 4th Street for the A or C to 
Chambers Street.
Broadway Line 
W, R (local) to City Hall. Exit on Broadway 
and walk north on Broadway to Worth 
Street. Walk west on Worth Street one 
block to Church Street.
Nassau Street Line 
J, Z (express), and M (local) to Chambers 
Street. Exit at Foley Square. Walk north 
two blocks to Worth Street and west 
three blocks to Church Street.
By Bus 
M1, M6 south to Broadway and Worth 
Street. Walk one block west on Worth 
Street to Church Street.
M20 south to West Broadway and Worth 
Street. Walk one block east on Worth 
Street to Church Street.
By Car  
From the Harlem River Drive/ 
FDR Drive 
Take Exit 2 (Brooklyn Bridge/Civic Center). 
Bear to the right (toward Civic Center) and 
proceed down the ramp. Make a right at 
the light onto St. James Place.
Go straight; at the third light (street 
ends), make a left onto Worth Street. 
Continue for approximately five blocks.
From the Henry Hudson Parkway/
West Side Hwy. 
Take the Chambers Street exit. Follow 
Chambers Street three blocks and make 
a left onto Church Street. Follow Church 
Street four blocks to Worth Street. Make 
a left onto Worth Street.
From the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel 
At the exit of the tunnel, bear right onto 
Trinity Place (Trinity Place becomes Church 
Street after the World Trade Center site). 
Move to the far left lane. Continue on 
Church Street to Worth Street. (Worth 
Street is four blocks past Chambers 
Street.) Make a left onto Worth Street.
From the Holland Tunnel 
Stay in the middle lane and take the 
“Downtown” exit. Make a right onto 
Varick Street. Varick Street becomes 
West Broadway. Continue on West 
Broadway three blocks to Worth Street. 
Make a left onto Worth Street.
From the Lincoln Tunnel 
Take the West Side Highway south. 
(Refer to directions from West Side 
Highway above.)
Note for N.J. Visitors 
The PATH Station at the former World 
Trade Center site is open. Exit at Church 
Street and walk north approximately 10 
blocks to New York Law School.
Parking 
There are a number of parking garages  
in the neighborhood for fee paid parking. 
On-street parking is extremely limited.
Accessibility 
New York Law School is  
wheelchair accessible.
Change of Program 
This viewbook was published in August 2008. 
Every effort has been made to ensure its 
accuracy. New York Law School reserves the 
right to change course content, programs of 
study, degree requirements, tuition and fees, 
and the academic calendar, and to make any 
other changes deemed necessary or desirable, 
at any time, without notice and at the 
discretion of the Law School administration 
and faculty. Starting with the class entering in 
August 2003, the Law School has guaranteed 
that tuition will remain flat for those students 
during their period of enrollment. The Law 
School reserves the right, however, to change 
tuition and fees for entering students in 
subsequent years.
Campus Security Report 
In accordance with federal and state law, 
New York Law School maintains information 
regarding security policies and procedures 
and prepares an annual Campus Security 
Report with all campus crime statistics as 
reported to the United States Department of 
Education. You may access this information 
from the Department of Education Web site at 
ope.ed.gov/security. The report is distributed 
annually to all members of the New York 
Law School community, is posted on the 
school’s Web site at www.nyls.edu, and is 
also available upon request from the School’s 
director of security and safety.
Human Rights Policy 
It is the policy of New York Law School not 
to discriminate in its educational programs, 
admission policies, financial aid programs, 
employment practices, and other school-
sponsored activities because of race, color, 
ethnicity, ancestry, citizenship, religion, 
sex, pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression, national origin, 
age, disability, AIDS, predisposing genetic 
characteristics, marital or parental status, 
military status, domestic violence victim 
status, or any other classification protected 
by local, state, or federal law (“Protected 
Classification”). The placement facilities of the 
school are available only to employers whose 
practices are consistent with this policy. (In 
the wake of the 2006 U.S. Supreme Court 
decision affirming the Solomon Amendment, 
the faculty of New York Law School voted on 
March 27, 2006 to suspend its ban on military 
recruitment on campus.)
Inquiries regarding compliance with Title IX of 
the 1972 Educational Amendments, relative to 
nondiscrimination on the basis of sex, or any 
other aspect of the school’s equal opportunity 
policy, may be directed to the Associate Dean 
for Finance and Administration and Title IX 
Coordinator, or to the Director of the Office 
for Civil Rights, Department of Education, 
Washington, D.C.
Experience New York
Law School for Yourself.
Visit our campus, tour
our facilities, attend
an information session,
or visit our Web site
at www.nyls.edu.
New York Law School 
Residence Hall
81 East Third Street
New York, NY 10003
The Law School’s residence 
hall, located in the East 
Village, is a 13-story building 
housing a total of 99 students 
in two- and three-bedroom 
apartments. Amenities include 
a laundry room, outdoor 
courtyard, and 24-hour, 
seven-day-a-week on-site 
security. The East Village is 
a lively district bounded by 
Houston and 14th Streets east 
of Broadway. For information 
about the residence hall, 
please contact the Housing 
Office at 212.431.2166. 
Directions to the residence hall 
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